
MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE TONGAN STAGE. 

Date: Thursday 13th November 2014 

Time: 4.30pm 

Venue: Northcote College staffroom 

Chairperson: Tevita Kaufusi 

Opening prayer: Tofi’a Taufalele 

The chairperson welcomed everyone and encouraged everybody to be mindful 

of their sacred responsibility and the task ahead of them for next year’s ASB 

Polyfest.  

Apologies: 

Baredene College 

Mangere College 

Onehunga High School 

Massey High School 

Papatoetoe High School 

Ormiston Senior High School 

Tangaroa College 

Sacred Heart College 

Alfriston College 

Otahuhu College 

St Cuthberts College 

Mt Roskill Grammar 

Rutherford College 

 



Attendance:  

 1/ Jo Walton (SMC events - This is the management company that the Polyfest 

Trust contracts to run the polyfest every year) 

2/ Fane Ketu’u (James Cook High School) 

3/ Tofi’a Taufalele ( Northcote College) 

4/ Tevita Kaufusi (Southern Cross Campus) 

5/ Claudia Sofele (Tongan Youth Trust/ Toko; Onehunga High School) 

representing Mangere College 

6/ Vicki Barrie ( Northcote College Principal) 

7/ Scott Reed ( Northcote College Deputy Principal) 

8/ Hena Vete (Tongan Youth Trust/ Toko; Onehunga High School) 

Agenda: 

The chairperson handed over the running of the meeting to Fane in her 

capacity as a Tongan Stage Coordinator. 

1/ Theme of the ASB Polyfest 2015 is “Enlightenment through Education”. 

Tongan Translation “KO E AKO KO E MAAMA’ANGA” 

2/The confirmed date for the 2015 ASB Polyfest is Wednesday 18th to Saturday 

21st of March at the Manukau Sports Bowl, Manukau City. 

Next year’s festival has a special significance because the ASB polyfest will 

celebrate its 40th Anniversary. 

3/Amendment to two specific rules: 

a) Please refer to rule number two in the Tongan stage specific rules in the 

ASB polyfest website. The performance time for both items is now               

20 minutes and it is up to the group to decide the allocated time for 

each item but must be within 20 minutes. For instance, if your group is 

performing a Lakalaka and a Tau’olunga, the Lakalaka could be                       

15 minutes long then the Tau’olunga must be within 5 minutes. The 

recommendation is from Fane and seconded by Tofi’a. This change is to 



speed up the process on the stage rather than dragging on the time like 

the previous years where we ended up finishing so late each day. 

b) Please refer to rule number five: The number of Lakalaka performers 

from a co-ed school now can be less than 60.  This change is to allow our 

students to have the opportunity to perform in a Lakalaka our most 

popular traditional dance.  

4/Profile sheets due date:    

The profile sheet for each performance group is due by 2:00pm Thursday 

19th February 2015 to the Schools Liaison. 

In the profile sheet for each group it must ;                                                                       

i) stipulate the names of both items and the duration of performance  time 

for each item                                                                                                                       

ii) signed by the Teacher in charge or Group Cultural Coordinator or the 

Principal.  This is a suggestion from Fane and seconded by Vicki. 

5/The Host School for the Tongan stage 2015 is Northcote College. The Host 

School has the privilege to perform both of their items on Saturday and one 

of their items can be the last performance of the day if they choose to, 

before the announcement of the prize winners. 

6/ Jo Walton the ASB Polyfest Stallholder Manager informed the meeting 

about the different prices for different stall categories. For example, the 

school stall 3 x 3 metre costs $553 and community stall 3 x 3 metre cost 

$629 for the 4 days of the festival. The power is supplied but other items 

like tent you bring it yourself. Please contact Jo 09 523 4212 or 021 875 926 

or stalls@asbpolyfest.co.nz for further information. 

7/ Appointment of the Judges for the Tongan stage 2015: 

It was agreed to appoint 4 judges as soon as possible by the Tongan stage 

committee and ideally to have 2 females and 2 males and combinations of 

academic and traditional expert punake (tutor).  

8/  Fane thanked everyone for their dedication, sacrificing their time to 

attend the meeting, and the host school for preparation of the food and 
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their hospitality.                                                                                                               

The meeting ended at 6.15pm by a closing prayer- Fane Ketu’u. 

Minutes recorded by Tofi’a Taufalele 

  

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 


