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Minutes of the Tongan Stage Meeting held at James Cook High School, Dr. Pickering Ave., 

Manurewa at 4:30pm February 13 2020 

Present: MoE Representative – Kuovatisi Fononga.  

Committee Members in attendance: Fane Ketu’u (Stage Co-ordinator), Tevita Kaufusi (Chair), Tina 

Otunuku, ‘Alisi Tatafu, Atelaite Puafolau, Richard Smythe, Pietiesi Kaitu’u. 

Schools’ Tutors and leaders in attendance: Mangere College, Papatoetoe High School, St. Dominic’s 

College, Southern Cross Campus, Baradine College, Pukekohe High School, Tamaki College, Avondale 

College, Epsom Girls’ Grammar School, Mangere College, Auckland Girls’ Grammar School, Aorere 

College, Lynfield College, Manurewa High School, Kia Aroha College, Wesley College, Edgewater 

College, St. Paul’s Collegiate, Westlake Boys’ High School, Epsom Girls’ Grammar School, De La Salle 

College, Alfriston College, Tamaki College, Selwyn College, Kelston Girls’ College, McAuley High 

School, St. Cuthbert’s College, Papatoetoe High School. 

Opening Karakia: Lea’aesola Vuna & Tevita Kaufusi 

Welcome: - Tevita welcomed all tutors, teachers and students, gave explanation and introduction to 

the committee members forming the stage committee and explained that speaking rights were 

reserved to teachers and student leaders. 

Fane Ketu’u gave her thanks to our God on behalf of all present for enabling the Festival and the 

Tongan Stage to happen.  

1) Apologies: Fane had received some schools’ apologies for the meeting.  

(Apologies here) 

2) The MoE representative, Kuovasiti, was then introduced. Kuovatisi thanked all gathered for 

the warm reception she had received. She then spoke of the delight the MoE has to sponsor 

for the second year the speech contest on this and the other stages of the festival. Kuovasiti 

spoke of this as a special year, it being our 45th year with a record 38 schools registered for 

the 2020 Tongan stage. 

The speech themes were published on the website  

https://www.asbpolyfest.co.nz/massey-university-tongan-stage This would allow the MoE 

ideas how students see themselves and help the MoE and schools to respond to our youth. 

NZQA would also have assessment information for speakers and performers. 

3) Profiles: - Schools were asked to check the website date for profile submission deadlines. 

The adherence to these dates allows time for schools to be issued their tickets and notify in 

advance the items for judge packages and the programme.  

4) Ta’anga:- Four schools have now submitted these. Schools need to prepare in advance 6 

hard copies for the judges’ packages. Please, at the latest, well typed copies WITH the school 

name on the sheets AT THE LATEST by early morning of the performance day before the 

stage performances commence after morning prayers. 

5) Judges:- The Committee is awaiting confirmation. Potential Judges have been asked.  

6) Specific Tongan Stage Rules:- these have been posted on the website since the November 

2019 meeting. 

7) Trophies:- There is the ongoing problem getting the trophies returned. The stage simply 

does not have the money to keep purchasing replacement trophies. At times, many trophies 

https://www.asbpolyfest.co.nz/massey-university-tongan-stage
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returned are damaged beyond repair. Anyone wishing to donate a trophy will be warmly 

welcomed. 

8) Online Tickets:- Following the impetus last year, it has been decided by the Festival 

Committee to offer tickets on line for $5.00 each. At the event, they will be able to be 

purchased at the more costly charge of $7.50 at the gate. Family concession passes are also 

available. 

Schools will get their extra ticket in the form of a teacher’s lanyard stating the teacher’s 

name and number of students as per the profile sheet listing the student numbers. Students 

MUST accompany the teacher to gain free entry. This will enable them free entry on BOTH 

performance days. A maximum of only 20 tickets will be available for parents as Kau Langi 

Tu’a. Schools will need to arrange payment for any further tickets if needed.  

9)   ASB Showcase :– ‘Best of the Best’. The major sponsor, the ASB bank will select two school 

performances to perform at a showcase to be held early April at the ASB Stage in 

Kohimarama. The bank itself will decide those who will be invited to perform. 

10) Tutors (Punake) need either to be Police vetted OR have been approved by the school to be 

a tutor with a signed consent letter. It will be a school responsibility as to the suitability of 

the tutor for the PolyFest Tongan stage performances. 

11) Other Related Matters: 

(i) Schedules:- First draft will be posted on the website by Monday night 17 

February. Schools may arrange swaps between them using the appropriate 

procedures as outlined on the website stage rules. 

 

(ii) Fane is attempting to place 22 schools performances on the Friday to ensure 

there is adequate time for the prizegiving ceremony Saturday afternoon. 

Could schools please be mindful of the timings to keep performers, 

supporters and equipment are set up as quickly as possible and to keep 

performances as short as possible. The allocated 20 minute performance 

time for the two items is a MAXIMUM, but any reduction to this time will be 

greatly appreciated. 

 

(iii) A question from Sola (Manurewa High) asked when the timing would start. 

This is to be finalised but will involve groups adhering to the red and green 

flags held from the judges’ podium by the time keepers. 

 

(iv) A question from the floor was put as to the criteria used for appointing 

judges and their marking criteria. Tevita spoke to this reassuring that judges 

were asked based on their experiences as performance tutors and as Tongan 

academics in the performing arts. Marking criteria is published on the 

website. 

 

(v) Tents:- Three are available for use by the schools’ groups due to perform. 

Please be aware that upon leaving the tent to perform, all gear must be 

taken and the tent left tidy for the next group as it will not be permitted to 

return unless by prior arrangement with Fane. This will only be available to 

girls’ performance groups. All tents have their own entry gate. Please DO 

NOT use the VIP gate to enter the tents. The VIP gate is to be used only for 

schools’ performers exit from the stage. 

Meeting closed with prayer at 5:34 pm. 
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Komiti Meeting Minutes – 5:30 pm JCHS Feb 13 2020 

1) Teri, the PolyFest Committee Director spoke of the Board’s full commitment and support to 

Fane as the Stage Co-ordinator and to the Committee with regard to their processes and 

procedures undertaken to see to the planning, functioning, personnel appointed and voted 

to fulfil roles to run the stage. This was in response to an ongoing complaint by a small group 

of Punake who have made some rather fierce demands. Fane explained that she had further 

support from the Kingdom of Tonga’s cultural committee this very evening offering their 

blessing for the Stage to proceed in the manner they felt was most appropriate. 

Teri reiterated the fact that this is a schools’ event and that she would speak to principals of 

affected schools if they had issues with regard to matters pertaining to tutors. 

All stages had increased numbers of performing groups which was a testimony to the 

significance of the PolyFest event to our youth. 

2) Fane and Committee made mention of five possible judges to be confirmed. This is to 

remain within the confines of the committee until confirmed. 

(i) Malakai 

(ii) Sia (From Hawai’i) 

(iii) Vaivai 

(iv) Niulala 

(v) Naite 

Meeting closed at 7:00 pm 

 


